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- Ministry of the Word

The Deacon as Evangelizer and Teacher
+*¢* Proclaims the Gospel
¢ Preaches
¢ Teaches Catechetical instruction
+*»* Provides religious formation of candidates for sacraments
¢ Leads retreats
¢ Qutreach to alienated Catholics
+¢ Spiritual direction if properly trained
*** Witnesses the Word “by word and example” in his own life



- Ministry of the Liturgy

The Deacon as Sanctifier -
*» Proclaims the penitential rite per rubrics of the Roman Missal
** Voices the needs of the people through the intercessions
** Accepts the offerings of the people at the Offertory Procession
** Prepares the altar as the table of sacrifice
+»» Elevates the chalice of salvation, the Blood of Christ
+* Extends the offering of the sign of Christ’s peace
¢ Serves as the minister of the chalice of Christ’s blood
+* Dismisses the people to go forth into the world

¢ Baptizing, witnessing marriages, bringing viaticum to the
dying, presiding over funerals and burials

s Exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Benediction



Ministry of Charity

The Deacon as Witness and Guide

+** John Paul ll: “The deacon’s service in the
ministry of the Word and Liturgy would be
severely deficient if ... the ministry of charity
and justice did not accompany it.”

** The deacon is called to be a servant in sacrificial love to our
brothers and sisters

+*»* Service to the needy in our midst
¢ The sick
+** The imprisoned
s*The lonely
** The poor
+* The widows and orphans

*» The supreme example: Jesus washes the feet of his disciples



- The Reestablished Order of
Deacons

s* Deacon’s ministry is “service to the bishop”
** The deacon enjoys a unique relationship to the bishop

*¢* More involved in the secular environment than the priest, the
deacon should foster closeness between ordained ministry and
the laity

*** The need to reestablish the permanent diaconate is “a greater
and more direct presence of Church ministers” in family, work,
school

+* Deacons make evident the dignity of human work

+* Deacons have an obligation in their secular professions to
boldly proclaim and witness to the Gospel of life

(From John Paul Il General Audiences)
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