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Workforce of the Church, 1985-2023
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Total Number of Permanent Deacons
by World Region, 1975-2023
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Total Number of Permanent Deacons in the United States
1975-2023
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Source: Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae (Statistical Yearbook of the Church)




Estimated Number of Permanent Deacons in the
United States, 2011-2024

Academic Year Active Deacons Total Number
2011-2012
2015-2016
2020-2021
2024-2025

Source: CARA




Estimated Number of Permanent Deacons
in the United States, 2011-2024




Diaconate Formation Program, 1975-2024
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Percentage of Permanent Diaconate
Formation Programs, by Languages Used in
Instruction, 2024-2025
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The Average Number of Years Required to Complete the
Diaconate Formation Training, 2009-2025
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On average, diaconate formation training required 5 years to complete




The Number of Hours Spent in Annually, 2024-2025

Average @ Maedian Range

[#] [#] [#]
Classroom 160 140 18 - 500
Pastoral training 84 58 0-550




The Cost of Permanent Diaconate Formation, per Student, per
Academic Year, in Current Dollars, 2024-2025*

Average

Median

Range

[$]

[$]

(5]

Tuition

3,700

3,000

150 - 14,800

Other fee(s)

1,058

500

100 - 5,000




For every dollar on tuition,

in 2024-2025

The Percentage of Tuition and Fees Paid by

Average

Median

Range

[%]

[%]

[%]

Arch/diocese

71

90

0-100

Candidate himself

17

0

0-100

Candidate’s parish

11

0

0-100




Percentage of Permanent Diaconate
Formation Programs, by Requirements for
Admission to Candidacy, 2024-2025

[
school/GED
- 15% College degree

13% Lay ministry
formation training

12% Some college/
associate degree

. 8% Other
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Distribution of Permanent Diaconate
Candidates, by Educational Attainment,
2024-2025

26%

m Graduate degree(s)

39% m College degree

Some college education

16%

19
% m Less than high school or high school




Distribution of Permanent Diaconate
Candidates, by Age Group, 2024-2025

m 60+




Distribution of Deacons in Active Ministry
by Race and Ethnicity in 2024
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Distribution of Deacons by Ministry Status in 2024

304 Inactive for other
reasons

1% Laicized
Retired fromecclesial

ministry 1% Suspended from active
 ministry

29, Leave of absence
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Distribution of Permanent Deacons Who Were Lost EachYear
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Distribution of Deacons in Active Ministry
by Marital Status in 2024

. 1%Divorced, not remarried

— T 49%Widowed
2% Single, never married
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Distribution of Deacons in Active Ministry
by Age in 2024
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Distribution of Deacons in Active Ministry
by Race and Ethnicity in 2024
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Distribution of Deacons in Active Ministry
by Highest Level of Education in 2024

m Graduate degree not
related to the Diaconate

m Graduate degreerelated
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Hours per Week in Diaconal Ministry and in Secular Job
By Deacon’s Secular Employment Status, in 2017

Mean ' Median Rnge Mean ' Me Range
{Working full-time 16 12 0-100| 45 45 0- 80}

Working part-time 20 15 2- 70| 20 20  2-68
Retired 20 16 0- 8| - — |
:Not employed 25 20 0- 78| - -

:All 19 15 0-100] 39 40




Active deacons' involvement in parish ministry

Non-parish ministry

= only, 2%




Active deacons, by type of compensated ministry

4% Elementary or
high school

5% Prison or jail

8% Hospital or
other health care




Percentage of Active Deacons Who Were Financially Compensated
100% for Their Ministry (Full-Time or Part-Time), 2009-2024
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Overall, 10% of all active permanent deacons were financially compensated for ministry in 2024




Summary of Main Takeaways

Trends Affecting the Number of Deacons:

- The total number of deacons grew from 38 in 1971 to 20,212 in 2024.

- The total number of deacons in the U.S. increase by 11% between 2014 and 2024.

- The number of active deacons decreased by 5% between 2014 and 2024.

- The number of diaconal ordinations is fluctuating (420-702 a year).

- The number of candidates to diaconate decreased by 36% from 2019-2020 and 2023-2024.
- Candidates to diaconate are getting older.

- The number of deacons lost each year is growing and the main reasons for those loses are
deaths and retirements.




Summary of Main Takeaways (Cont’)

Trends in Selected Characteristics of Deacons:

- The marital composition of active deacons between 2005 and 2024
remained stable.

- Deacons are becoming more racially/ethnically diverse. The share of
Hispanics increased by 4pp between 2005 and 2024.

- Deacons are becoming more educated. The share of deacons with
B.A. or more grew by 9pp between 2005 and 2024.
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